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What Exactly /s Mornington Wildlife Sanctuary?

In a nutshell, it's a huge tract of land privately owned by a non-profit organisation called the
Australian Wildlife Conservancy. They have an excellent website explaining who they are, what

they do and lots of detail on the Mornington Wildlife Sanctuary.
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THE AUSTRALIAN WILDLIFE CONSERVANCY IS DEDICATED TO PRESERVING HABITATS FOR NATIVE FAUNA
AND FLORA. THIS BEAUTIFUL RAINBOW BEE-EATER IS JUST ONE SPECIES THRIVING IN THIS ENVIRONMENT.
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Mornington Wilderness Camp - the subject of this article - is simply the accommodation facility
within the Sanctuary. Go here for more information.

The emphasis is on conservation, not tourism. Keep this in mind when you visit.

Imintji Roadhouse

On the way we called into Imintji Roadhouse on the Gibb River Road (GRR). It's a neat and tidy
place, but only sells diesel - a trap for the unwary. Since we last visited, Imintji closed down for a
while but has since re-opened. You can also buy basic supplies.
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IMINTJI ROADHOUSE ON THE GIBB RIVER ROAD.
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OUR DUSTY CAMPER TRAILER OUTSIDE IMINTJI ROADHOUSE.

A Meatworks In The Middle Of Nowhere

Mornington is about 90km south-east once you turn off the GRR. Generally the road was pretty
good, with a few gates and lots of dips. The last 20km or so deteriorates into a rocky track, but
nothing too taxing.

OUR RESIDENT GATE-OPENER DOING A GREAT JOB!
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ON THE ROAD TO MORNINGTON WILDERNESS CAMP. KING LEOPOLD RANGES ARE IN THE DISTANCE.

T — B
KING LEOPOLD RANGES IN THE DISTANCE, ACROSS THE VAST PLAINS.

Gibb River Road -
Mornington Wilderness Camp © Top Wire Traveller, all rights reserved. 4


http://www.topwiretraveller.com

www. topwiretraveller.com

The country deteriorates as you travel south-east. You are in fact on the boundary between more
arable country to the north and the endless deserts to the south.

We passed an old meatworks en route to Mornington Wilderness Camp, set up in the 1950s. Cattle
were slaughtered there and then flown out whole. Maybe it made sense at the time, but | can fully
understand how this venture wasn't viable - it's just so far from any market.
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LOOKS LIKE THE PERFECT PLACE TO SET UP A MEAT WORKS. WHAT COULD POSSIBLY GO WRONG...
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THE FINE RED DUST IS LIKE TALCULM POWDER. IT GETS IN YOUR EYES AND UP YOUR NOSE.

Shady Trees, Serenity... And Birds Everywhere!

Mornington Wilderness Camp is a great spot for campers - plenty of shade, flushing toilets and hot
showers. It is expensive though. You might want to check out the prices before driving all the way
in there. Although remember the place is run by Australian Wildlife Conservancy, a non-profit
organisation. So your camp fees are really a donation to a good cause.

COOL AND SHADY CAMPSITE AT MORNINGTON WILDERNESS CAMP.
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WALKING BACK TO CAMP.

The campsite backs onto Annie Creek and the whole area was rich with birds. A birdwatcher's
paradise! An easy walk along the creek is an opportune time to stretch your legs and see some of
these beautiful birds up close.
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THE WALKING TRACK ALONG ANNIE CREEK WINDS AMONGST THE FOLIAGE.

ANNIE CREEK. LOVE THOSE PANDANUS PALMS.
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WE ENCOUNTERED THIS OLD TREE ON THE WALKING TRACK ALONG ANNIE CREEK.
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LOOKING SOUTH FROM ANNIE CREEK. COMPARED TO FURTHER NORTH, THIS COUNTRY IS QUITE DRY.
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A PAIR OF CORELLAS TAKING IN THE VIEW.
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YET ANOTHER MAGNIFICENT OUTBACK SUNSET.
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