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Galvans Gorge - An 
Unexpected Delight! 

Peace And Seclusion
Imagine you've left Mornington Widlife Sanctuary earlier in the day and you're making for Mt 
Barnett, further to the east on the Gibb River Road. Then about 15km from Mt Barnett, you see a 
small sign indicating you're passing Galvans Gorge carpark. It's a hot day, so you think, "Might as 
well have a look. Might even be able to have a swim”.

�  
PUSH BIKE RIDERS ON THE GIBB RIVER ROAD, ON THE WAY TO GALVANS GORGE. NOT MY IDEA OF FUN!
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You set off along an easy walking track, following a beautiful creek upstream. After about 10 
minutes of walking, you hear the sound of a waterfall.

Galvans Gorge slowly comes into view and what you see simply blows you away. This place is 
paradise!

�  
GALVANS GORGE SLOWLY APPEARING THROUGH THE SCRUB.

This delightful waterhole is stunning. The pool is deep and perfect for swimming - and deceptively 
large. A small waterfall cascades down over several rock ledges and tropical plants hang from rock 
ledges.

To complete this picture-perfect panorama, an enormous boab tree stands sentinel at the top of the 
waterfall. And the best part? When we were there, we were completely alone.
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�  
GIANT BOAB TREE KEEPS WATCH OVER GALVANS GORGE.
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�  
BEAUTIFUL PALM TWISTED LIKE A CORKSCREW AT GALVANS GORGE.
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�  
TIME FOR A REFRESHING SWIM!

�  
IT REALLY DOESN'T GET MUCH BETTER THAN THIS.
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�  
CRYSTAL CLEAR WATER AND SECLUSION.

Galvans Gorge is an awesome introduction to the famous gorges of the Kimberleys. It might lack 
the scale of other gorges, but this is more than compensated for by its beauty. A truly magnificent 
place.

Wandjina Art
Wandjinas are the supreme creator - the creator spirit - for the Mowanjum people of this area. A 
Wandjina is all-powerful and must be treated with the utmost respect. Wandjinas bring rain and 
ensure fertility. For thousands of years, certain people have been conferred the honour of 
refreshing the paintings regularly, to ensure the Wandjina spirits remain in a given location.

For detailed information on Wandjinas, the Creative Spirits website has an excellent explanation.
Wandjina art is scattered all through the Kimberley region - an indication of the significance of 
these spirits to the Mowanjum people.

An excellent example of Wandjina art is on display here. It's under a rock ledge on the far side of 
the pool. This Wandjina spirit oversees the gorge, keeping a protective eye on it. So it follows that 
Galvans Gorge must be a culturally significant place for the Mowanjum people - hardly surprisingly, 
given its beauty and seclusion.
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�  
ANCIENT WANDJINA ART AT GALVANS GORGE.

We'll return one day to find out more about the Wandjinas.
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